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Cover: The basal transcription factor TFIIB (purple, PDB code: 3K1F) is essential for the formation of pre-initiation complexes
and assists with early steps of the transcription cycle. The TFIIB linker domain penetrates the active centre cleft of RNAP (grey, PDB
code: 2E2H) and is thus ideally positioned to interact with elements of the catalytic site (e.g. the bridge helix, green) and/or nucleic
acids (DNA, blue; RNA, red) and rNTP substrates. A high-resolution mutagenesis screen of the linker domain illuminates its role
in stimulating abortive transcription and RNAP recruitment revealing a previously unknown rate-limiting step early in the
transcription cycle. In the background, point mutations of a single residue of the linker domain are depicted. The diﬀerent colours
represent diﬀerent chemical properties of the side chains that have been introduced.
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